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Back to the drawing board
Trustees instruct legal counsel to negotiate new partnership agreement

By Alejandra González
Staff Writer

Michelle Serrano/Collegian

Tere Flores (left) and Leticia Garzoria show off signs addressing the Texas Southmost College board of
trustees during Thursday’s board meeting.

$750 Arts Center fee upsets student
Christine Cavazos
Collegian Editor
Sophomore
communication
major
Normalinda Reyna was hurt when she
learned there are several requisites for
student organizations to use the $25 million
Arts Center.
“It’s sad,” Reyna said. “We have really
good performers and to perform on a stage
like that, I mean, that’s what we are here for,
to be able to utilize what the university has.”
Reyna, who started acting and singing
in the second grade, is president of the
Scorpion Theatrical Society and is part
of the play “Rowing to America: The
Immigration Project,” which was produced
by Associate Professor John Cook and

presented last weekend.
She is also a senator at large for the
Student Government Association and was
upset in the Oct. 12 meeting when Arts
Center Director Dan Barnard showed
members the center’s program book.
“The majority of the performances are
from outside of the university,” Reyna said.
“I mean, I would like to go there and see
what other students or other organizations
are putting on, like a talent show--the
different talents that are [out there in] the
university.”
Reyna says productions have problems in
the SET-B Lecture Hall and should be able
to utilize the Arts Center’s “state-of-the-art

The Texas Southmost College board
of trustees voted Thursday night to
negotiate a new agreement between
TSC and the University of Texas
System.
By
unanimously
approving
Trustee Dr. Robert Lozano’s motion,
which authorizes the college’s legal
counsel to negotiate a new proposed
agreement, they rejected a proposal by
the UT System that would make the
board of regents the managing board
for the school.
“The trustees agree to explore a new
UTB/TSC model that will encompass
the following core concepts: No.
1, creation of a new UT System

university known as UTB/TSC with
open admissions; No. 2, continued
local oversight to preserve the junior
college role and mission; No. 3, phase
out the TSC taxing district; No. 4,
assumption of bond debt; and No. 5,
commitment to competitive tuition and
fee rates for associate and certificate
programs.”
Trustee Adela Garza said she
wanted to clarify that the motion is
a counterproposal to the one the UT
System had submitted.
“This is ours,” Garza said.
Lozano said “the TSC board of
trustees will continue to work with
the UTB administration and the UT
• See ‘Board,’ Page 14

Dressed to kill!

• See ‘Center,’ Page 4

Ghost Village

Student housing complex among buildings said to be haunted

By Cleiri Quezada
Staff Writer
A boy died of yellow fever and is
forever doomed to search for his mother.
He is among many ghosts said to
haunt the UTB/TSC campus.
UTB/TSC
Library
Operations
Manager John Hawthorne said the boy
likes to bother women in particular.
“Separately, there’s been many
sightings of female ghosts, but there’s
the mother ghost who’s looking for her
little boy and this little boy ghost is the
most seen one,” Hawthorne said. “He
especially bothers young women looking

for his mother; he’ll pull hair or pull
chairs out from under female employees
or steal keys from typewriters and, more
recently, computer keyboards.”
Sightings of children are perhaps the
creepiest stories from student body,
faculty and staff.
The book “The Ghosts of Fort
Brown and Beyond Volume 3,” which
Hawthorne compiled, contains stories
that students living at The Village of
Fort Brown have told.
As most people are aware of, the
student housing complex sits on top of
• See ‘Ghost,’ Page 20

Photo Illustration By Leslie Barrientos and Lucia Regalado/Collegian

Dingbat Productions players practice for their debut performance of “Beetle Juice.” Kneeling are sophomore
biology major Allen Hernandez and sophomore Sandra Singlaterry. Standing: senior sociology major Robert
Morales. The play opens at 9 p.m. Friday in the Student Union’s Gran Salon. Admission is $3.
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SGA rejects Rubio as graduate senator
By Rubí Martínez
Staff Writer

A UTB/TSC student wants to
know why the Student Government
Association rejected his application for
graduate senator.
During the “Let Your Voice Be Heard”
section of last Tuesday’s meeting, Joe
Lee Rubio, a graduate student pursuing
a master’s degree in public policy and
management, asked the senate to reassess
his application for the position.
“My purpose here today is to ask you
all to reconsider my appointment as
graduate senator,” Rubio said. “I was
called … by Mr. [Jorge A.] Muñoz,
saying … I was not going to be given
the consideration of an interview, and I
would please ask you to reconsider that.”
Rubio has been involved in several
campus and community organizations
for the last seven years. He is a former
School of Business senator and senator
pro tem of the SGA, a member of
the Gorgas Science Society, a charter
member of the Rio Grande Valley
Chapter of Texas Master Naturalists, past
president of the Brownsville Farmer’s
Market and Healthy Communities of
Brownsville, a former member of the
Brownsville Beautification Committee
and a Center for Civic Engagement
Scholar. In 2005, he was named Student
Leader of the Year.
In an interview with The Collegian,
Rubio said he applied for the position in
August and was never called back for an
interview.
“I don’t think I was given an equal
opportunity, as far as an interview for the
appointment of graduate senator position
for this SGA,” he said. “ … I believe the

Leslie Barrientos/Collegian

Graduate student Joe Lee Rubio asks the SGA to
reconsider his application during Tuesday’s meeting.

president [of the SGA, Jorge A. Muñoz]
misspoke when he said earlier [in the
meeting] that he had contacted everyone
for their appointment, and I was not
contacted until [Oct. 15].”
When he received the call, Rubio
said, Muñoz told him that he was not
considered for an appointment. He added
that he has a lot of ideas to bring to the
table because of his long leadership
experience in the SGA and it would be
beneficial for the group.
“I’m willing to take time away from
work to attend the meetings, as I always
have, and I have served faithfully
the students in the past, and I wish to
continue to do so,” he said.
Rubio believes the reason he is
not being considered for the position
is because he has a different way of

thinking.
“I can only guess what the reason was
for not considering me was because,
maybe, I think differently from the
president and that I’m not part of his
group mentality,” he said.
In an interview with The Collegian,
Muñoz said there are different factors
why Rubio was denied.
“My job is to get things done and it
doesn’t matter with whom,” he said. “If
[Rubio] has a different idea than I do or
an old idea, it’s still his idea and it’s his
job to represent that. We have to respect
everybody’s opinion. I’m not here to
work with people that think the same
way I do. … I’m looking for somebody
that can stand on their two feet and stand
for what they believe.”
Muñoz said Rubio was denied a seat
because of his past actions when he was
involved in the SGA.
“I went back to our records to see
what he had done and I could not find
any resolution that he has written,” the
SGA president said. “He speaks about
experience, he speaks about being in
the SGA for six years, so why is it that
a student that has been in the student
government for six years and has never
wrote a resolution?”
SGA Vice President of Administration
Rosalinda Rangel said Rubio also has a
record of being absent from meetings.
“When he was in the SGA, he had
been absent a lot of times … and the
rule within the SGA is that after three
meetings of being absent, you are
eligible to get impeached,” Rangel said.
“He was never impeached. He was just
absent … but it’s nothing personal.”
Rangel said that during a closed
meeting of the SGA, Muñoz told the

senate that if he was wrong and the
senate felt that Rubio should be given a
chance for a seat, he will do it.
“I was there and I can attest that he said,
‘If you think that I’m wrong about this,
then I will nominate him’ and nobody [in
the senate] said ‘yes, nominate him,’”
she said.
In other business during the general
meeting, Rangel reported that UTB/TSC
will establish a shuttle system starting on
January 2011.
“It’s going to be two buses,” Rangel
said. “It’s going to be Routes 14 and
15, and the two buses are going to be
called the Scorpion Connector and the
Scorpion Circulator and together they
will be named the Scorpion Metro.”
The total cost of this shuttle system
will be $624,000. However, the Physical
Facilities Committee was able to obtain
a three-year grant that will cover 50
percent of the cost while the other half
will be covered by UTB/TSC.
The buses’ hours of operation will be
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Friday,
and the hours may be extended in the
future for night students.
The SGA approved Resolution No. 16
which states that the Student Organization
Room Planning Committee has agreed
to recommend the construction of a
doorway between the rooms 2.16 and
2.10 of the Student Union.
Absent from the meeting was Vice
President of Policy and Procedure
Joshuah Law, Senator Pro Tem Jose
Maria Uvalles III, Senator for the College
of Education Daniel Vela, Senator at
Large Cinthia Medina, and Freshman
Senators Manuel Flores-Arguelles and
Pedro Rangel.

Split, dissolve, create: Artibise restructuring colleges and schools
By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer
Several UTB/TSC colleges and
schools will undergo academic
restructuring to add new degrees,
improve retention and graduation rates
and attract new students, officials say.
Two colleges will be dissolved and
three will be launched in January
2011, but they will be “soft launches,”
said UTB/TSC Provost Alan Artibise.
“We’ll be starting to put the
pieces in place in January with the
appointment of a dean and a couple of
administrators,” Artibise said.

In a few weeks, the proposed colleges
will be presented to the University of
Texas System board of regents.
University College will be launched
to focus exclusively on freshmen
and house developmental education
courses, such as College Reading I
and II, which are currently part of
the College of Applied Technology
and General Studies. It will be
fully operational next fall. The idea
stemmed from the Foundations of
Excellence self-study of a student’s
first-year experience at UTB/TSC.
Although about 2,500 freshmen

enrolled in UTB/TSC this fall, Artibise
said, “We’ll probably lose half of
them. … That’s a very severe financial
loss for the institution.”
University
College
has
the
“fundamental goal” of improving
retention, he said.
“It will have staff and faculty who,
when they get up in the morning, only
think about one thing: freshmen, and
how to make sure we are meeting all
their needs as an institution,” Artibise
said during The Collegian’s Listen and
Learn Lecture Sept. 21.
A new dean will head the college,

and a search has not started either
outside UTB/TSC or inside, which is
the option that is being leaned toward,
Artibise said.
“Someone who can sharply improve
our retention rates, so someone who
understands and is able to put in
place programs and services that help
students get through the freshman year
successfully” is being looked for, he
said.
Funds to support University College
will be provided through the College
• See ‘Colleges,’ Page 14
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What’s

Your

Beef?
“Why is the school getting involved in
the immigration debate? Leave that to
the
government
and cause less
hostility,
especially with
the
student
body
being
mixed as we’re
not all from this
area. And you
can cause a lot of
tension by drawing that
into the school life.”

Andrew Alviar
Sophomore plumbing
specialization major

Letters to the Editor

“It’ll be nice to have some kind of
shuttle service from
the main campus
to the ITECC so
that students
can
come
in from the
main campus
to here at a
regular interval.
… I’m facing that
problem. There is a
bus that goes to the downtown area,
but from there on, you have to go to
the school. And that bus is not too
regular.”
Saief Sayed
Senior mechanical
technology major

engineering

“I support [Democratic candidate]
Bill White as governor because I’ve
lived in Houston
for, what, 18
years.
And
I’ve had him
for mayor
God knows
how long.
He’s done a
pretty good job
in
Houston. I can
see him
being governor.”

Wynton MacKlin
Freshman architecture major

--Compiled by Rene Cardona Jr.
--Photos by Alexandra Gracia
Do you have beef? If so, call
Collegian reporter Rene Cardona Jr.
at 882-5143 or send him an e-mail at
collegian@utb.edu.

United on immigration reform
On Oct. 13, I attended an
interfaith convocation in McAllen at which
leaders of several Christian churches
of Texas presented a joint statement on
humane immigration reform.
A Lutheran bishop, an Episcopalian
bishop, a Methodist bishop, a Presbyterian
bishop, a Catholic bishop and other church
leaders introduced their document stating
that “as denominational leaders, we are

committed to promoting comprehensive
immigration reform legislation because
of our shared tradition of hospitality to
the stranger and our common belief in the
dignity of all human beings.”
I suppose it should not be amazing to
me that they could speak so clearly, so
strongly and with one voice on a subject
that is so controversial in our society at
large. But I am reminded of the quote of
Gandhi: “Your Christians are so unlike

your Christ.”
What if all Christians in Texas
understood and accepted what their
Christian beliefs call them to? Concerns
that the next Texas Legislature will come
up with an Arizona-like bill would vanish.
Jean Krause
Pax Christi Brownsville

On Campus

Center

Continued from Page 1

equipment.”
“We are having issues with lighting and
[the stage]; there is not enough room,” she
said about the SET-B Lecture Hall. “The
sound inside SET-B is nowhere where it
needs to be. We are probably going to have
to block off some seating, so the people
in the far ends will be able to hear what
we are saying. We have a lot of technical
difficulties going on.”
Reyna believes the students should have
the option to utilize the Arts Center more
often.
“We are studying, we are paying our fees,
we are paying our dues,” she said.
But university administrators say that is
not the case.
“The Arts Center is not a student feefunded building; therefore, student fees
are not paying for the maintenance of the
building,” according to an e-mail The
Collegian received Oct. 13 from Veronica
Mendez, associate vice president for
facilities and planning.
Construction of the facility was funded by
a bond issue approved by Texas Southmost
College District voters in 2004, private
donations, interest earnings and taxpayers.
Barnard told The Collegian in an e-mail
Thursday that the $750 internal rental fee
“partially pays for the cost of staffing and
operating the Arts Center. … It serves as
a limiting factor to give equal access to
all university departments while keeping
the total number of events at a reasonable

level.”
Asked by phone if the fee was an unfair
amount, Barnard replied, “The Arts Center
has 811 seats, it’s designed for big events
and anybody that can put on a big event can
probably raise $750. It’s not unfair at all.”
“Try renting Jacob Brown for that,”
Barnard said later via e-mail. “Or the
Camille Theater off campus. $750 is a
dadgum gift.”
For Fiscal Year 2011, the Arts Center’s
total expenditures amount to $222,343,
with maintenance and operation ringing up
$20,000. Communication Department Chair
Sharaf Rehman believes the Arts Center
requisites are nothing out of the ordinary.
“There is no point in having a huge
auditorium that accommodates 800 people
and do a performance for 80 [people],”
Rehman said. “The place looks empty and
it’s bad for the performers, and the audience
thinks, ‘Well, nobody came to see it, it can’t
be any good.’ So, for that reason alone, I
have shied away from planning anything
there until I’m absolutely certain that it
is going to be one of those blockbuster
productions.”
Rehman, who is also the adviser for the
Scorpion Theatrical Society, is planning to
produce a bigger play next semester in the
hope of attracting more students to fill out
the seats at the center.
“I’m not trying to defend the Arts Center,”
he said. “I wish I had access every day and
I could do stuff there every day, but that
[building] cost so much money and the
maintenance on it is so costly that somehow
one has to generate the money.”

Letters to the Editor
Policy

Letters to the editor must include the name, classification
and phone number of the author
or the letter cannot be published.
Opinions expressed in The Collegian are those of writers and do
not necessarily reflect the views
of The Collegian or UTB administrators. The editor reserves the
right to edit the letters. Letters for
The Collegian can be sent to
collegian@utb.edu
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County OKs agreement for adult basic education services
By Cleiri Quezada
Staff Writer
The Cameron County Commissioners’
Court has approved an agreement with the
Brownsville Independent School District
to provide adult continuing education
classes at the Browne Road Social
Service Center and at El Centro Cultural
in Cameron Park.
The pact, however, still needs to be
approved by the school district, officials
said.
Debbie Alford, BISD adult continuing
education administrator, said anyone with
a Texas identification card or who is age
17 or older can participate in the free
classes.
“If they are, for instance, a Mexican
resident and they don’t have a Social
Security card, we send them over to
the [Mexican Consulate’s office at the
International Technology, Education and
Commerce Center] and they talk to the
consul that is there and they provide them
with the documentation they need, and
that’s all we need,” Alford said.
The program provides basic education
courses that consist of English as a Second
Language (ESL), English Literacy Civics
(civic awareness education) and Adult
Basic Education/GED Preparation (ABE/
GED) for adult learners at no fee for
program participants for the residents
of the Browne Road area and El Centro
Cultural.”
“We have the basic level, where they
don’t know any English and then we have
the low, the intermediate and the advanced
[courses]. ... There is a mixture of people

Christopher Peña/Collegian

Precinct 2 Cameron County Commissioner John Wood (left) and County Judge Carlos Cascos read a document
during the Oct. 14 Commissioners’ Court meeting. Democrat Wood is challenging Republican Cascos for the
county judge’s seat in the Nov. 2 General Election.

who are there,” Alford said.
The school district is currently serving
1,200 students; however, the enrollment
at the Cameron Park and Browne Road
programs is about 50 to 60 students.
Alford said the district offers these
services at about 20 sites throughout the
county.
“But then in particular, we’re serving
the people of that area,” she said. “So,
the agreement’s for them. We’re honoring
that agreement and serving just the
people from their community, from their
neighborhood.”
Participants attend classes from 8:30
to 11:30 a.m. Monday through Thursday
with the goal of completing 60 hours of
the level of education they are seeking.
After completing the 60 hours, they are
given a benchmark test that determines

whether they can advance to the next
level.
“Once they have completed the program,
we really don’t have a transition program to
help them get into the workforce,” Alford
said. “But we do have a partnership with
Cameron County Workforce Solutions.
… So we’re working with them right now
to get some new things going to ensure
that their clients that are going to look for
work and need ESL and GED come to us,
and our people who finish their ESL and
GED can go to them for work.”
The adult basic education program is
a 30 year old service supported by the
Texas Education Agency and the federal
government.
Precinct 1 Commissioner Sofia C.
Benavides, however, would like the GED
classes to be offered in Spanish as well.

“Unfortunately, our grant doesn’t
allow for a Spanish GED, but they’re
very ambitious over there,” Alford said,
referring to the commissioners. “[They
are] very involved and very supportive,
so I really like that. We have a good
partnership with them.”
Although the county approved the
agreement, the school district has not
because of wording in the agreement.
The court’s legal counsel, Dylbia
Jefferies Vega, said the attorney for BISD,
Miguel Saldaña, has an issue with the
indemnification clause; he wants it taken
out.
“I told him that this is the standard
process that we have for all license
agreements, and I put it in language
that we put it in other contracts as
permitted by the Texas Constitution and
Texas state laws,” Jefferies Vega told
the commissioners’ court at its Oct. 14
meeting. “So, I’m letting you know that
I put that in there but they still may reject
it.”
According to Alford, Cameron County
needs to change its license agreement to
make it fit the needs of BISD.
“So we have to go back and forth
between their attorney and BISD’s
attorney,” she said.
As a result, classes were delayed
because the pact has not been approved
by the school district.
“So those students are going to be a
little bit behind in their hours,” Alford
said, adding that if the contract is
approved, students can make up the hours
on Fridays.
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Briefs
Early voting
Early voting for the Nov. 2 General
Election ends Friday. On campus, voters
can cast ballots from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday through Friday in Cardenas Hall
South. For more information, call the
Cameron County Elections Department
at 544-0809.
Monday Night Football
The Student Union and Office of
Student Life will screen the game
between the Dallas Cowboys and New
York Giants at 6 tonight on the Student
Union lawn. Activities will include
tag-team football, an obstacle course,
paper football kicking, trivia contest and
giveaways. For more information, contact
Student Life Assistant Director Eloy
Alvarez at 882-5138.
Free flu vaccines
Student Health Services will continue
providing free flu vaccines to students
until the supply is exhausted. The vaccine,
which covers three types of flu--H3N2, B
Virus and H1N1--is administered from 1
to 4:30 p.m. in Cortez Hall 237. For more
information, call 882-3896.
‘Before We Were Tribes’ lecture
Don Montoya, curator of the Anasazi
State Park Museum in Boulder, Utah,
will present a lecture titled “Before We
Were Tribes” at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday in
SET-B 3.232.The lecture is sponsored by
the Behavioral Sciences Department.
Admission is free. For more information,
call 882-8218.
Financial wellness workshop
The Student Success Center will
present a workshop titled “Financial
Wellness” from noon to 1 p.m. Wednesday
in Cardenas Hall North 104. For more
information, call 882-8292.
Veterans activities
Jennifer A. Wood, acting chief of
mental health for the Veterans Affairs
Texas Valley Coastal Bend Health Care
System, will present a workshop for
faculty and staff titled “Postsecondary
Education and Returning Veterans:
PTSD, TBI and the Experience of War”
at 2 p.m. Thursday and Nov. 4 in the
SET-B third floor conference room. For
more information, call Veterans Upward
Bound Program Director II David F.
Rivera at 882-7127.
Friday is the deadline to enter the
Veterans Day Door Decorating Contest.
Prizes will be awarded for first, second
and third place. To enter the contest, call
Veterans Upward Bound Administrative
Assistant Brenda Gutierrez at 882-7127.
The event is sponsored by Valley Baptist
Medical Center-Brownsville.
A Veterans Information Fair will take
place at 9 a.m. Nov. 10 in the Endowment
Courtyard. Organizations taking part in
the fair include the Texas Veterans Land
Board, Harlingen VA Outpatient Clinic,
Vets 4 Vets, Veterans Upward Bound
and the Career Services Department.
The event is sponsored by UTB/TSC and
the U.S. Army. For more information, call
Program Director II David F. Rivera at
882-7127.
Study on the Border wall lecture
Cecilia Balli, a professor of
anthropology at the University of Texas
at Austin and a faculty associate at
UTB/TSC, will present a lecture on the
border wall for the Sabal Palms Writing
Project’s “Conversations with Authors
Series” at 5 p.m. Thursday in Life and
Health Sciences room 1.102. For more
information, call 882-7717.
Freddy Fender Humanitarian Awards
Cameron
County
Precinct
3
Commissioner David A. Garza and his
wife, Dorothy Garza; Ida Hagg, founder
of the AdoptaPlatoon Soldier Support
Effort; and the H.E. Butt Grocery Co.

will receive the 2010 Freddy Fender
Humanitarian Award during a ceremony
scheduled at 7 p.m. Thursday in Rancho
Viejo. Tickets are $50 per person.
Proceeds will benefit the South Texas
Adult Resource and Training Center.
For more information, call 399-7818.
Halloween Havoc
Halloween Havoc--Movies, Madness
and Mayhem runs from noon to 8 p.m.
Friday in the Student Union. Halloweenthemed games will take place every 30
minutes and movies will be shown every
two hours. A Monster Mash Dance
Competition takes place at 6 p.m., with
cash prizes for first, second and third
place. A costume contest follows at 7 p.m.
with cash prizes. Admission is free. At 8
p.m., Dingbat Productions will present
“Beetlejuice” in the Student Union’s
Gran Salon. Admission is $3 for UTB/
TSC students and $5 for non-students.
For more information, call Student Life
Assistant Director Eloy Alvarez at 8825138.
Halloween Freaky Frames
The Leadership and Mentorship
Program and the Office of Student
Life will conduct “Halloween Freaky
Frames” at 1 p.m. Friday in the Student
Union veranda. The event consists of
students making their own personal
Halloween
frame
with
materials
provided by the departments. For more
information, call Student Life Director
Sergio Martinez at 882-5135.
Field Day
The annual UTB/TSC Staff Field
Day takes place at 1 p.m. Friday at the
Recreation, Education and Kinesiology
Center. For more information, call 8828290.
Water basketball tournament
Campus Recreation will sponsor
a 3-on-3 Coed Water Basketball
Tournament at 2 p.m. Friday in the
Recreation, Education and Kinesiology
Center pool. Participants may register
at the REK Center service center. Prizes
will be awarded to the winning team. For
more information, call Aquatic & Events
Coordinator Jamie Barnhill at 882-5977.
SECC deadline
Friday is the deadline to take part in the
State Employee Charitable Campaign,
the only authorized workplace charitable
solicitation campaign for state employees
in Texas. It represents hundreds of
regional, state, national and international
charities. Campus employees can make
a single donation or sign up for payroll
deduction. Participation in the SECC is
voluntary. For more information, call
882-5134.
Civic Engagement Scholars meeting
The Civic Engagement Scholars club
meets at 5 p.m. every Friday in the Cueto
Building, 1301 E. Madison St. Interested
students are welcome to attend. For more
information, call Matthew Paul Gomez
at 551-0345.
Water volleyball
Campus Recreation sponsors water
volleyball from 4 to 6 p.m. Monday and
Thursday at the REK Center pool. Bring
your swimsuit. For more information,
contact Aquatic & Events Coordinator
Jamie Barnhill at 882-5977.
Ghost Hunt Tour
UTB/TSC will sponsor a Ghost Hunt
Tour at 8 p.m. Saturday, starting at the
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library.
Tickets are $5 each. For more information,
call 882-7103.
Health care reform conference
The Lower Valley Chapter Affiliate
of the Society for Human Resource
Management will conduct the 12th annual
Conference on Health Care Reform and
Other Employment Issues at 7:30 a.m.

Nov. 4 in the Holiday Inn, 3777 N. Expy.
Tickets are $20 for students and $100 for
non-students. For more information, send
an e-mail to Assistant Professor Jennie
Johnson at jennie.johnson@utb.edu.
Homecoming royal court
The Office of Student Life will conduct
Homecoming Royal Court Elections at
5 p.m. Nov. 6 on the REK Center field.
Students interested in running for royal
court positions for homecoming must
submit an application. The deadline to
apply is Thursday. Elected candidates
to either the king or queen position will
receive $100 for each position won.
Students can pick up an application at the
Office of Student Life at Student Union
2.10. For more information, contact
Assistant Director Patricia Longoria at
882-5033.
Registration schedule
The Office of the Registrar
announces the Spring 2011 registration
schedule: Nov. 2, registration begins
for undergraduate students who have
completed 90 or more hours and all
graduate students; Nov. 8, registration
begins for undergraduate students who
have completed 60 or more earned
hours; Nov. 15, registration begins
for undergraduate students who have
completed 30 or more earned hours; Nov.
29, registration opens for all remaining
students. Students may obtain the amount
of hours completed via Scorpion Online-Satisfactory Academic Progress (S.A.P.)
link.
MTV contest
MTV and the College Board Advocacy
and Policy Center are sponsoring
“Get Schooled College Affordability
Challenge,” a contest aimed at
increasing financial aid awareness. The
contest is open to current and future
college students. To enter, students must
create a digital tool that will make it
easier to locate and apply for financial aid,
especially for those in lower- and middleincome families. Three finalists will be
chosen in early 2011 and will have the
opportunity to work with a professional
design firm to develop their vision. Voting
on MTV.com will determine the winner
who will be awarded $10,000. Entries
must be submitted by Dec. 17 at http://
www.mtv.com/partners/get_schooled/
index.jhtml.
Counseling clinic services
The Community Counseling Clinic, an
instructional laboratory of the Counseling
and Guidance master’s program, serves
individuals, couples and families from
5 to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday
through Dec. 4. To make an appointment
or for more information, call 882-7792 or
send an e-mail to ccc@utb.edu.
Scantron distribution
Students may pick up free Scantrons
in the Student Government Association
office, located in Student Union 2.16. The
limit is two Scantrons per student. For
more information, call 882-7897 or send
an e-mail to sga@utb.edu.
Microsoft workshops
The
User
Support
Services
Department offers free training by
appointment on Microsoft Office to
students, faculty and staff. For more
information, call Damaris Gutierrez at
882-7442 or send an e-mail to seminars@
utb.edu. To register go to http://blue.
utb.edu/usslabs/workshopsitefiles2010/
calendars.html.
--Compiled by Daniel Beltrán

If you would like your organization
or department news published in The
Collegian’s Briefs section, call Daniel
Beltrán at 882-5143 or send him an e-mail
at collegian@utb.edu.
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Serial killer expert to speak here

By Rubí Martínez
Staff Writer

Have you ever wanted to get into
the head of a serial killer?
To
quench
your
curiosity,
internationally
renowned
criminologist Jack Levin will
present a lecture titled “Serial
Killers Up-Close and Personal” at
noon and 7 p.m. Wednesday in the
Student Union’s Gran Salon.
Levin is a professor of sociology
and criminology at Northeastern
University in Boston.
The College of Liberal Arts,
the Criminal Justice Department
and the Office of Student Life are
sponsoring the lecture.
“It will be about the psychology,
behavior, history and some of
[Levin’s]
personal
experiences
with working with serial killers,”
said Student Life Director Sergio
Martinez. “[Student Life] is always

looking for that unique twist that’s
going to get students to want to go
and learn … I just felt that serial
killers and Halloween and those
kind of darker-type topics would go
along with the holiday season and

would make students engage in that
kind of topic.”
According to the Website, http://
jacklevinonviolence.com/,
Levin
has specialized for more than 25
years in the study of violence
and hate and has had face-to-face
interviews with brutal killers, rapists
and hatemongers.
He has written or co-written 30
books, published more than 150
articles in professional journals
and newspapers, including the New
York Times, Chicago Tribune and
Washington Post, and has appeared
on national television in such
programs as “The Oprah Winfrey
Show,” “Larry King Live” and
“Good Morning America.”
Criminal justice freshman Michael
Castillo likes the idea that this event
focuses on his field of study.
“It would help a lot … the people
that are interested on what a serial
killer goes through and criminal

justice people [will go],” Castillo
said. “They will maybe find out
more than what they thought they
knew and open your minds to more
things in the criminal justice area.”
Sophomore nursing major Karina
Arias said it is an interesting topic
and might attend, but would also
like to see events that focus on
her major, as well as events that
announce what will be happening at
the university.
“I would like more events that
include things that affect us as
students,” Arias said. “For example,
what’s going on with tuition, health
services? Or maybe if someone
comes and motivates me to continue
to pursue my major.”
For more information on the
lecture, call the Student Life Office
at 882-5138 or visit its Website at
www.utb.edu/studentlife.

Overcoming the hurdles of disabilities
By Héctor Aguilar
Spanish editor
Five successful students explained
the daily challenges they encounter
and how they have taken action to
use their disability experiences in a
manner that helps them during a panel
discussion Thursday afternoon.
Held in the SET-B third-floor
conference room, the purpose of
the “In Our Shoes” panel is to get a
glimpse of what life is like for students
with disabilities and see the other side
of that world.
“In college and university life
we don’t change the curriculum,”
said Steve Chamberlain, a professor
in the Educational Psychology
and Leadership Studies program
who served as moderator for the
event. “Students have to meet the
high expectations of their degree
programs. What they do receive is
accommodations, which is support to

Sophomore major James Michael Ponce discusses
how his family copes with his hearing disability.

help students be able to succeed on the
curriculum that we offer.”
Given that the curriculum is not
changed for students with disabilities,
they must seek help to be as successful
as any other student. The Disability
Services Department helps these
students obtain the aid to succeed.
The students were representative of
audio, visual and reading disabilities,
high functioning autism, bipolar and
anxiety disorders.
James Michael Ponce, a sophomore,
has a hearing disability and has been
using an interpreter this semester in
class in order to get the most out of
his classes. Asked what a normal day
as a UTB/TSC student is like, Ponce
replied, “Like everybody else, I get up
at 7, come to school … go back home.
The only thing is that I can’t hear as
good as everybody else; that sets me
apart.”
Imelda Ramírez, a junior early
childhood education major, explained
that she has a visual disability and
had a difficult time when looking for
books in the library. Ramírez said
she has to bring someone from home
to help her find books. ZoomText, a
software program that zooms the text
on the screen, is one of the tools that
facilitates reading for Ramírez.
Freshman computer science major
Anthony Meza was diagnosed with
high-functioning autism. He became
aware of his disability before high
school. Meza said that having HFA
makes his brain slower than most
people to understand concepts.
“The way [autism] affects your
brain is that it limits your language
skills. … An autistic individual is
much more difficult to socialize with,”
Meza said.
To become more involved and

Check us out at
www.utbcollegian.com

Michelle Serrano/Collegian Photos

Steve Chamberlain, a professor in the Psychology and Leadership Studies Department, listens as junior biology
major Audra Pancoast describes bipolar disorder.

interact with people, he opens up to
his friends and asks for assistance
when he realizes he needs it.
Through the use of reading tools
such as Victor Reader, María Lozano
tackles a reading disorder that causes
her to read at a third-grade level. This
freshman art education major takes
advantage of the tutoring services
offered by UTB/TSC’s A.S.P.I.R.E.
program to help her with putting
her thoughts into writing. Another
challenge that Lozano faces is
managing her time since she is also
a mother and said studying every day
for a couple hours helps her.
“I stay up pretty late. … I usually
start at about 9 and I pretty much stay
up until 12 or 1 [a.m.],” she said.
Struggling with severe mood swings
and social situations, junior biology
major Audra Pancoast has been
battling bipolar disorder and social

anxiety. Her disorder has caused her
to miss classes because of problems
with her medications; nevertheless,
some professors have worked with her
to make up incomplete work.
“Either you feel like you can do
anything, like euphoria, or there is
the anger that affects me more … and
depression is also there,” Pancoast
said.
“Just because you have a hearing
impairment, or a vision impairment,
doesn’t mean your talents are limited
in any very important way,” said Steve
Wilder, coordinator of the Disability
Services Department and organizer
of the event. “Yes, they are limited
in probably an unimportant way, but
you still have a mind, you still have
imagination, you still have creativity
and you can do a lot to contribute to
the betterment of our world.”
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Chemistry sophomore takes NASA internship
By Rubí Martínez
Staff Writer
A UTB/TSC sophomore organic
chemistry major is serving an
internship at a National Aeronautics
and Space Administration program
in Ohio this semester.
Eighteen-year-old Rebecca Silva is
on a 15-week internship at the NASA
John H. Glenn Research Center at
Lewis Field in Cleveland.
Asked how she learned about the
internship, Silva replied, “It was one
of [the South Texas Engineering,
Math
and
Science
program]
meetings. … One of the members
did an internship last fall and gave
a little presentation on it. It got me
interested, and I did some research
on my own.”
To obtain the internship, Silva
had to meet certain requirements,

including being a sophomore,
junior or senior in college, having a
minimum grade-point average of 3.0
and be a U.S. citizen.
The NASA John H. Glenn Research
Center at Lewis Field was officially
renamed on March 1, 1999, in honor
of John Herschel Glenn Jr., the first
American to orbit Earth, and George
W. Lewis, who was the director of
Aeronautical Research, according to
the center’s Website.
Silva left for Ohio on Aug. 27 and
will return on Dec. 11.
Her research centers on polyimide
aerogels.
“What I have been doing at Glenn
… is basically working with organic
materials for aerospace applications,”
she said.
Polyimide aerogels are “ultralightweight glass foams,” which are
good thermal or electrical insulators,

Strategies to beat SAP
By Academic Advising Team
UTB/TSC uses a process called
Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to
identify students experiencing difficulty
with their courses. It is based on two
components: grade-point average (GPA)
and course completion. Academic
probation occurs when a student’s
cumulative GPA falls below a 2.0 or
fails to meet a 70 percent completion
rate. Until the cumulative UTB GPA is
2.0 or higher, a student will remain on
probation. While on probation, students
must earn a minimum of a 2.0 GPA and 70
percent completion rate to prevent from
falling on academic suspension. Utilizing
the information provided below will help
students get off probation in a timely
manner and, therefore, avoid possible
suspension from the university.
Here are 10 strategies that can help you
achieve Satisfactory Academic Progress
(SAP):
--Reduce your course load. This will
give you more time to devote to each
course in which you are enrolled and will
increase your chances of doing well.
--Repeat failed courses. Repeating
a failed course should be considered
when trying to improve your GPA. Note:
Although the grade will be excluded from
your GPA, the letter grade will still appear
on your transcript.
--Visit with your academic adviser.

An adviser can help you determine what
GPA you will need to earn during the
next semester to achieve/maintain good
academic standing.
--Arrange visits with the Learning
Enrichment Center and take advantage
of services offered including tutorial
assistance and workshops to improve
your study habits and skills.
--Attend supplemental instruction (SI)
sessions, if available. These sessions will
give you an opportunity to ask questions
and improve your understanding of the
course material.
--Arrange visits with the Career
Counseling Center for assistance in
determining your individual interests and
selecting a major field of study. Students
who are happy with their chosen major
make better grades.
--Talk to your professors. Faculty
members are willing to help you and they
can suggest actions that can help improve
your chances of successfully completing
the course.
--Arrange a visit with the Counseling
Clinic. Staff members can help you find
ways to manage personal issues that may
be interfering with your academic life.
--Reduce your nonacademic activities.
Work or social activities such as clubs,
parties and movies can cut into time
needed for studying.

according to the Website. The NASA
GRC researchers developed a way to
improve the properties and durability
of the aerogels for better use in
aerospace and commercial terrestrial
applications.
Silva will gain three hours of
credit at the end of this semester
and described her experience to The
Collegian as “life-changing.”
“It’s really exciting,” she said. “I’m
learning new stuff every day, and I
really do get to practice approaches
I’m learning at Glenn and apply them
in what I’m doing.”
Silva plans to apply for more
internships, at as the NASA John F.
Kennedy Space Center in Orlando,
Fla. and the Lyndon B. Johnson
Space Center in Houston.
“If students are in the STEMS
field, they should totally go for it.
… Almost any science, computer

programs or any other kinds of
majors are available at NASA,” she
said.
One of her chemistry professors at
UTB/TSC, Tarek Trad, encourages
students to take the initiative to
further their success.
“We actually encourage our
students to go and participate in
these internships for undergraduate
research opportunities,” Trad said.
“I would recommend that they talk
to their advisers first, and students
should have a clear plan to graduate
on time. Then [the student] and
the adviser will plan additional
activities that, basically, would
transcend additional skills [for their
major]. … Once they are involved
in undergraduate research, that
will basically give them hands-on
experience on what it would be like
to be a scientist.”

Taking action against alcohol

Alexandra Gracia/Collegian

Freshman architecture major Luis Alvarez signs a pledgeTuesday to inform friends and family
about the effects of alcohol as he took part in UTB/TSC’s observance of Alcohol Awareness
Week. In the background is a mock cemetery between Rusteberg and Cortez halls that
symbolizes all those who have died in alcohol-related accidents. The event was sponsored by
Student Health Services, the Risk Management Committee, Student Life, the Dean of Students
Office and Campus Police.

Watch
your
head
Alexandra Gracia/Collegian

Alumnus Alex Macias’ artwork is displayed at the “Fresco” art exhibit in the Rusteberg Art Gallery, which will continue until Nov. 12. The gallery is open from 11 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Monday and Tuesday, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Wednesday, 4-7 p.m. Thursday and 12-3 p.m. Friday. Admission is $1. The opening reception was held last
Thursday.
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A cool way to communicate

Christopher Peña/Collegian

Freshman office specialist major Yolanda Rodriguez communicates with freshman computer information
technology major Eric Torres through a video relay service device during the Disability Services Open
House last Tuesday. The event was held in observance of Accessibility Awareness Week.

Waiting for you!

Christopher Peña/Collegian

Voting booths are set up in Cardenas Hall South 117 for early voting, which ends Friday. The General
Election takes place Nov. 2.

CONSIDERING
GRADUATE SCHOOL?
UTB/TSC’s unique location contributes to the internationalization of the curriculum for many of
our graduate degrees and provides our graduate students with the opportunity to experience a
living laboratory for a learning environment and also provides unique opportunities for research
and scholarship. Our graduate tuition and fees are low, even by Texas standards, and our
graduate-class sizes are small, creating an intimate setting that promotes a genuine rapport
among faculty members, students and peers, thereby promoting academic excellence.
School of Business

Master of Business Administration†
Master of Business Administration and Master
of Public Health
(Collaborative with UTHSC-H)

College of Education
Master of Education in Bilingual Education
Master of Education in Counseling and Guidance*
Master of Education in Curriculum and Instruction*
Master of Education in Early Childhood Education
Master of Education in Educational Leadership
Master of Education in Educational Technology†
Master of Education in English as a Second Language
Master of Education in Reading Specialist
Master of Education in Special Education*
Doctor of Education in Curriculum and Instruction*
E-Learning Certificate†
Master Technology Teacher†

School of Health Sciences

Master of Science in Nursing* †
Certificate in Nursing Education†
Certificate in Nursing Administration†

College of Liberal Arts
Master of Arts in English
Master of Arts in Spanish
Master of Arts in History
Master of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies*
Master of Arts in Psychology
Master of Music in Music Education
Master of Public Policy and Management
Master of Spanish Translation and Interpreting
(Available spring 2011, pending approval.)
Graduate Certificate in Spanish Translation†

College of Science, Mathematics & Technology
Master of Science in Biology
Master of Science in Computer Science†
Master of Science in Mathematics* †
Master of Science in Physics
Master of Science in Interdisciplinary Studies*
Doctor of Philosophy in Biology
(Collaborative with UTSA)
Doctor of Philosophy in Physics
(Cooperative between UTSA and UTB/TSC)

*Specific concentrations and specializations for graduate degree programs are described in program
flyers available on the Graduate Studies website at www.utb.edu/graduatestudies.
†Available online.

Teacher Job Fair • November 4, 2010 • 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Jacob Brown Auditorium • Fort Brown Campus
The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and LinkedIn. • www.utb.edu
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Police Repor ts
Following
are among
the incidents
reported
by Campus
P o l i c e
between Oct.
4 and 8.
At 2 p.m.
Oct. 4, a
Campus
P o l i c e
officer was sent to Lot Z after a student
fell. The student declined emergency
medical services but was provided with a
wheelchair to go to class.
At 11:19 a.m. Oct. 5, an officer was
dispatched to the University Boulevard
Library in regard to a student making
threatening comments to a staff member
because he didn’t agree with the library’s
policies.
At 5:49 p.m. the same day, a Campus
Police officer was dispatched to Cardenas
Hall South after a student had difficulty
breathing.
Brownsville
Emergency
Medical Service arrived at the scene
and checked the student’s vital signs,
which were normal. The student declined
transportation to the hospital, saying
someone would pick her up from campus.
At 3:29 p.m. Oct. 6, a staff member
reported that her Toyota 4-Runner was
struck while it was parked in the Student
Union service drive.
At 12:34 p.m. Oct. 7, the driver of a
Mazda Tribute reported that her car was
struck by a Ford Mustang in Lot V.
At 2:35 p.m. the same day, the driver

of a black Ford F-250 pickup truck
accidentally struck a parked Jeep Liberty
in Lot AB.
At 6:43 p.m. the same day, a student
reported that her ex-boyfriend was
harassing her off campus.
At 6:44 p.m. the same day, a student
arrived at Campus Police headquarters
seeking shelter because she believed she
was being followed.
At 9:08 a.m. Oct. 8, a student twisted
her ankle in the Education and Business
Complex.
At 10:11 a.m. the same day, a student
reported that someone dented a door to his
Mazda 6 while it was parked in Lot W.
The damage was estimated at $500.
At 10:13 a.m. the same day, an officer
was stopped by a woman who was
dropping off her son but she said he was
in no condition to attend classes. Her son
had taken prescribed medication and was
delusional.
At 11:03 a.m. the same day, an officer
was dispatched to Cortez Hall after two
students were arguing over a female
student. When the officer arrived, one
man said he didn’t want the other talking
to the young woman. The parties were
advised to separate and make no contact
with each other if they couldn’t keep from
arguing.
At 12:24 p.m. the same day, a student
reported that after leaving the International
Technology, Education and Commerce
Center, she was being followed by a white
pickup truck.
--Compiled by Alejandra González
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Unsure of how to get and keep your retirement on track?
We’re ready to help. Together, we can:
• Analyze your portfolio. We’ll help you bring your total financial
picture — both workplace and personal savings — into focus.
• Review your plan. We can help you prepare for up and down markets.
• Choose investments. We’ll help you choose low-cost investments, from
bonds and annuities to no-load mutual funds.

SET UP YOUR COMPLIMENTARY
ONE-ON-ONE CONSULTATION TODAY.

866.715.6111
FIDELITY.COM/RESERVE

Before investing, consider the funds’ investment objectives, risks, charges, and expenses.
Contact Fidelity for a prospectus or, if available, a summary prospectus containing this
information. Read it carefully.
Investing involves risk, including the risk of loss.
Products or services mentioned above may not be applicable, depending on your particular financial situation. Restrictions may apply. Please contact Fidelity for additional information.
Fidelity Brokerage Services LLC, Member NYSE, SIPC. © 2010 FMR LLC. All rights reserved. 553769.2
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‘Altares del pueblo’ on exhibit
By Daniel Beltrán
Staff Writer
The campus community is invited to
tour “Altares del Pueblo,” an exhibit
that focuses on the custom/tradition of
the altar as part of the cultural heritage
of the Hispanic community.
Ten departments have set up altars
and are competing for a luncheon.
The winner will be announced in The
Collegian on Nov. 1.
The ASPIRE Student Organization
is honoring Texas Southmost College
alumnus and University of Texas at
Austin Professor Américo Paredes in

Cardenas Hall North 112.
Multicultural Student Services’ altar,
located in the Old Education Building
lobby, is recognizing Frida Kahlo.
The Associate Provost’s Office is
paying tribute to UTB/TSC employees
in the second-floor lobby of Champion
Hall.
Student Life’s altar pays tribute to
the Barry Horn, the executive director
of the Brownsville Museum of Fine
Art who was killed Oct. 24, 2009. The
altar is located in the Student Union’s
La Sala.
The Educational Psychology and
Leadership Studies program is honoring

College of Education faculty, staff
and students. Its altar is located in the
College of Education first-floor lobby.
Student Media is honoring Daniel
Pearl, the Wall Street Journal reporter
slain by terrorists in 2002. The altar is
located in Student Union 1.28.
“Por Amor al Arte” is the title of
the Health and Human Performance
Department’s altar, which is dedicated
to performing artists and is located in
Recreation, Education and Kinesiology
Center 2.602.
The Residential Life altar is dedicated
to UTB/TSC employees and is located
in The Village at Fort Brown.

Title V Program Office

Roberto Rivera, a faculty member
and an alumnus of UTB/TSC, is being
honored by the School of Business
Dean’s Office in room 2.504 of the
Education and Business Complex.
The Title V Program Office altar is
dedicated to its staff’s grandparents
and is located in room 2.416 of the
University
Boulevard
Classroom
Building.
For more information, call David
Mariscal, coordinator of Judicial
Affairs, at 882-5137.

Student Life

Photos by Leslie Barrientos/The Collegian

School of Business

A.S.P.I.R.E Student Org.

Ed. Psychology and Leadership

Residential Life

Associate Provost Office

Health and Human Performance

Multicultural Student Services

Student Media
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Club

spotlight

Courtesy Photo

Members of the History Honor Society include (front row, from left) Vallerie Hernandez, Ana Villalpando, Philip
Kendall, Ibeth Miranda, Olivier Schouteden and Michael Edward Aldape. Back row: Ricardo Flores, Jeremy
Pike, Philip Samponaro, College of Liberal Arts Dean Daniel Heimmermann, Jason Walker, Oscar Lira Martinez
and James Mills.

Name: Phi Alpha Theta-the History Honor
Society, Alpha Alpha Mu Chapter
Purpose: Phi Alpha Theta is a
professional society whose mission is
to promote the study of history through
the encouragement of research, good
teaching, publication and the exchange
of learning and ideas among historians.
We seek to bring students, teachers and
writers of history together for intellectual
and social exchanges, which promote and
assist historical research and publication
by our members in a variety of ways.
Established: Fall 2009
President: Michael Edward Aldape
Vice President: David Smith
Secretary/Treasurer: Oscar A. Lira
Martínez
Adviser: Assistant Professor Philip
Samponaro
Community Service: First annual
Lower Rio Grande Valley Historical
Conference; My Hispanic Hero, a Palo

Board

Continued from Page 1

System to make improvements as
needed in the areas of academic affairs,
business and finance, facilities, student
affairs, audit and compliance and any
other areas as deemed necessary by
this board.
The motion followed an executive
session of more than two hours.
UTB/TSC staff, faculty and students
filled the Gorgas Hall boardroom,
along with members of the community,
four of whom addressed the board
before it went into executive session.
“I am a small business owner and I
also own rental property,” said Teresa
Flores. “I’m just really lost as to how
can anyone let $10 million go unpaid.
What kind of mentality have you guys,
and also the solution to turn all the
assets of TSC over to an entity with
zero in return? That’s unheard of.
You don’t do that in the private sector
at all. Maybe it’s the lack of privatesector knowledge that’s causing these
problems.”
Flores said she was upset about the
comment made by Reba Cardenas
McNair at the Oct. 4 meeting, where
she “belittled and denigrated the
community that we only contributed
10 percent.”
TSC board Chairman Francisco
“Kiko” Rendon interrupted Flores.
Rendon asked that “no personal
names” be used, instead referring to
Cardenas McNair as “a former speaker
from the last meeting.”
Resident Marisa Medrano Lopez
said, “What troubles me is that some
of us are still hung up on the power
circle over who will have control over
the affairs of UTB/TSC.”
“I am here to remind all of us that
it is a nonissue,” Medrano Lopez said.
“I assure you that students and future
students are not concerned about who
will be in power but rather about what
degrees, what classes will be offered

Alto Battlefield-sponsored event; the
National Archaeology Fair; and various
activities with nonprofit organizations in
the community.
Meetings: 2:45 to 3:45 p.m. every other
Wednesday. The next meeting will take
place Oct. 27.
Requirements: Undergraduate students
must complete at least 12 semester credit
hours in history with a grade-point average
of at least 3.1 in history and have a GPA
of 3.0 or better overall. Graduate students
should have completed a minimum of
12 semester credit hours toward their
master’s degree in history and have a 3.5
GPA or higher.
Dues: A one-time initiation fee of $40 per
student.
For more information: call Samponaro
at (956) 882-7447.
--Compiled by Stephanie Reyes.

and what services will be provided to
them in order to aid in their success of
obtaining their degree.”
After the meeting, trustee David
Oliveira, whose late father served
as president of Texas Southmost
College, told The Collegian that at
the last meeting trustees “promised
that we would get a counterproposal
to the UT [System] board of regents.”
“… And what it means is that we are
going to be seeking a model where
the University of Texas System
would basically take over a lot of
the role that the taxing district has
right now,” Oliveira said. “Our plan,
hopefully, would be to phase out the
tax that is currently being levied upon
our residents and to give them a tax
break. We don’t know if we can do it
immediately but we are hoping for a
phase-in over time, but also at the same
time to preserve the junior college
mission because that’s important.”
Trustee Rene Torres termed the
partnership with the UT System “a
long-distance love affair.”
“The marriage with UT System has
survived for over two decades,” Torres
said. “They came to our campus in
1991 and, obviously, since then,
this institution has gone through an
extreme makeover. All of us want to
continue the relationship with the UT
System. … But just like any marriage,
disagreements are inevitable. As we
ponder whether to agree or disagree on
a new partnership agreement or model,
we must first reflect on what the
original agreement has accomplished.”
Sophomore international business
major Elizabeth Charles said, “I am for
the partnership all the way. I think that
Brownsville needs to realize that we
can be bigger than we are, and we need
to step up and have a voice in what’s
going on and they need to realize that
students need a better education and
this is exactly where we can get it and
with the partnership that is absolutely,
positively capable of happening.”

of Applied Technology and General
Studies because it is being dissolved.
“One of the ways to describe it is
we’re transforming the College of
Applied Technology and General
Studies into the new University
College. So the administrative support
mechanisms that exist for the dean of
the [college] will exist for the dean of
the University College,” Artibise told
The Collegian.
Peter Gawenda, dean of the College
of Applied Technology and General
Studies, will be reassigned as a
special assistant to the provost for
the Bachelor of Applied Technology
(BAT), Bachelor of Applied Arts and
Sciences (BAAS) and Bachelor of
Multidisciplinary Studies programs.
Gawenda’s college will be dissolved
January 2011 because “we need to
do a lot of updating and renewal
there,” Artibise said. Its programs,
the BAT and BAAS, and departments,
Industrial
Technology,
Applied
Business Technology, Developmental
Studies, will be distributed among
UTB/TSC’s other colleges.
Industrial Technology will be
housed by the College of Science,
Mathematics and Technology, and
Applied Business Technology will
be moved to the School of Business,
which will support the BAT and
BAAS programs, but Gawenda will
still supervise them.
“I still will be the one in charge to
make sure they continue and, because
they’re mostly Distance Educationtype programs, that we have enough
students coming not only locally but
from the outside,” Gawenda said.
To increase funding, the number
of programs and degrees and attract
new students to UTB/TSC, the School
of Health Sciences will be split
into the College of Nursing and the
College of Biomedicine and Health
Professions, which will be stationed in
the Biomedical Research and Health
Professions Building that will open
this summer.
“Our goal there is to take advantage
of federal funding and state funding
that we believe will be available
despite the budget problems in the
coming years because the chancellor
of the UT System has made a
commitment to improve higher
education opportunities in the Rio
Grande Valley,” Artibise said during
his lecture.
Five allied health programs that
award associate degrees are offered
by the School of Health Sciences-diagnostic
medical
sonography,
emergency medical science, radiologic
technology and respiratory care--but
they will be moved to the College of
Biomedicine and Health Professions
when it’s launched.
“Then there will be about a year, a
year and a half of additional planning
for the next programmatic steps so that
would give us to September 2012,”
said Michael Lehker, chair of the
Biological Sciences Department. “The
implementation of several programs
[and] the biomedical science degree
will be offered at that point, and we
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also hope that one of two of the allied
health programs will be offered at the
bachelor’s level.”
Diagnostic medical sonography is
being considered for expansion into
a bachelor’s degree program. One
program will be added every year
for five years, Lehker said. Degrees
combining fields, such as policy and
business with health are possibilities.
Also, a bachelor of medical sciences,
a doctorate of physical therapy, which
might take five years to be offered,
and a post-baccalaureate in medical
sciences are being considered.
The restructuring of the School
of Health Sciences is hoped to bring
attention to the allied health programs.
Another benefit would be for students
with sights set on medical school
because “although a biology degree
is appropriate to do that, a better
degree would be a biomedical degree
that would be established in the new
college, so that student population
… will be better served and better
prepared to be competitive for medical
school,” Lehker said.
“I think having a biomedical degree
would definitely improve a student’s
education, especially because it’s
not only biology,” said Edna Michi,
a junior biology major who plans on
attending medical school. “You’re
exposed to something different, [and]
for the [Medical College Admissions
Test] biology itself is very general
and having that little extra push
can definitely make a student better
educated.”
Eldon Nelson, dean of the School
of Health Sciences, will serve as the
interim dean of the Biomedicine and
Health Professions for at least a year,
Artibise said.
For the College of Nursing, a national
search for a dean will be conducted
“because we’re looking for somebody
that can really bring to us, among
other things, the ability to attract
research dollars to the [college],”
Artibise said. But meanwhile, Edna
Garza Escobedo, a recently retired
nursing faculty member, will serve as
the interim dean until next summer.
Although creating a new dean’s,
office does have a big cost, about
$150,000 a year, most of the resources
will be invested in faculty lines.
“As we can get more resources to
grow the faculty we can take more
nursing students because the demand
is almost endless,” Artibise said. “We
get way more applications than we can
accommodate and we’re going to seek
state and federal funding to support
that.”
Enrollment growth is hoped for with
the academic restructuring.
“Those enrollment revenues, from
both tuition and state appropriations,
will help support the college, and we’re
doing this slowly,” Artibise said. “ …
At the end of the day, I wouldn’t be
doing this if I didn’t think there would
be a net gain for the institution.”
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C

upid’s
orner

Daniel Beltrán/Collegian

Name: Anthony Hudgins
Age: 22
Classification: Junior
Major: Music and applied piano
Zodiac Sign: Cancer
What is your nickname? “Callas.”
What puts you in a good mood?
“Cool weather and going to concerts.”
How long do you typically take to
dress? “Ten minutes.”
What type of music do you listen
to? “Everything, except country and
rap.”
What’s your favorite song from the
’80s? “Stevie Nicks, ‘Stand Back.’”
What sets you apart from other
people? “My different way of
thinking, like an old-school way of
thinking.”
Do you believe in love at first sight?
“Yes.”
Best place to go on a date? “Like a
lounge place with good music.”
Would you date someone younger
or older than you? Why? “My age
or older, because I don’t click with
people who are younger.”
Do you believe in premarital sex?
“No.”
What movie do you watch over and
over? “Practical Magic.”
What are you scared of? “I’m scared
that more public schools are going to
get rid of their music and fine arts
programs.”
What’s your lucky number? “88.”
Who is your idol? “Maria Callas.”
What is your dream? “I want
to bring the next era of classical
music. I want to cultivate it and be
groundbreaking.”
Free Association Quiz:
Radio: “Music”
Concert: “Lady Gaga”
Love: “Smiles”
Beer: “Vomit”
New York City: “Dirty”
--Compiled by Daniel Beltrán
If you would like to be featured in
Cupid’s Corner, call Daniel Beltrán
at 882-5143 or send him an e-mail at
collegian@utb.edu.
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‘All the small things’
By Michelle Serrano
Staff Writer

of the Mary Schiller
Myers School of Art
at the University
of Akron. The
The tiniest effects around oneself can
exhibit, a traveling
embody life-sized inspiration and the
collection of more
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library
than 170 pieces
reminds us to consider the small things
of “small” work
in life with the “Monumental Ideas in
from artists around
Miniature Books” exhibit.
the globe, utilizes
Books can take credit for instilling
a
minimalistic
individuals with great ideas. The past
approach
to the
illustrates the power of books and the
traditional
format
status quo’s attempts to censor such ideas
for
the
written
through banning and burning. Anthony
word. Tiny text
Burgess’ “A Clockwork Orange” took on a
is scribed across
postmodern approach to rehabilitation of a
Michelle Serrano/Collegian Photos
tiny pages in one
juvenile delinquent. Harper Lee’s “To Kill
“People I have Met,” a conceptual art book by German artist Staffan
book, while threea Mockingbird” describes racial injustice in
Schönberg, is one of many books featured in the “Monumental Ideas in
dimensional cutouts Miniature Books” exhibit on display now through Oct. 31 at the Arnulfo L.
the South. For centuries, books have made
of
Christmas Oliveira Memorial Library.
significant strides toward the progress of a
cookies
rise
from
education major Mariana Montano
fair and equitable society.
the
page
in
another.
The
books
themselves
concurs, saying, “I think [the students]
“Monumental Ideas in Miniature Books”
are
works
of
art,
designed
explicitly
find it very interesting. It’s very nice and it
was produced by Hui-Chu Ying, professor
to communicate specific ideas ranging
was a good idea. It’s an area where a lot of
from
sexuality,
people pass, and they should do it again.”
megalomania
“I kinda dig it,” sophomore respiratory
and
childhood
therapy major Michael Salas said. “It
memories.
doesn’t have to be really fancy or really
The
response
sophisticated to be art. I think art should
to the exhibit has
belong to everybody.”
been positive.
Indeed, the art featured in the exhibit
Belsy Ochoa, a
features contemporary design of all kinds.
library employee,
You can pick and choose your favorites,
believes the exhibit
regardless of whether you are a fan of relief
complements the
prints or graffiti scrawls.
library’s new look.
The Oliveira Library will host the
“It adds a lot to
exhibit until Oct. 31, from 7:30 a.m. to 7
the view,” Ochoa
p.m. Monday through Thursday and 7:30
said.
a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday.
Sophomore
For more information on the exhibit, go
b i l i n g u a l
Large is small when it comes to this tiny elephant and its book companions.
to http://mimb.org/.

’Scopes: Written in the stars
By Melissa Ramirez
Staff Writer
Aries (March 21-April 19): Your
inventive mind will take you wherever
you want this week and even find that
perfect Halloween costume.
Taurus (April 20-May 20): This
week, creepy voices will urge you to
finish your homework, or maybe it’s
just your conscience.
Gemini (May 21-June 21): The
weather is looking better, so take some
time to enjoy the outdoors.
Cancer (June 22-July 22): This

week will flash by, so make sure you
get things done and enjoy the weekend.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 23): Don’t worry
about forgetting things this week,
because you know your mom will
always remind you.
Virgo (Aug 24-Sept. 22): You will
see all the good things in life this week
and you will know how to enjoy them.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23): Staying
away from sweets this week will
definitely be a hard task.
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21): This
month has gotten a lot more interesting,
so lay back and enjoy--no time for

stress.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Your
professors are noticing your hard work
today; evidently, five hours of sleep is
the key.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Your
great sense of humor you will get you
out of any mess you get yourself into
this week. Hopefully.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 19): Be
ready for nightmares and sleepless
nights; finals are coming around the
corner.
Pisces (Feb. 2-March 20): All things
will be coming together this week.

Noticias en español
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Estudiante
de hoy

Mirtha E. Cárdenas/Collegian

Nombre: José Díaz
Edad: 23
Ciudad Natal: Brownsville
Promedio: 3.9
Especialidad: Contabilidad
Clasificación: Estudiante de último año
Fecha de graduación: Diciembre 2010
Reconocimientos: Lista de la Rectora:
Otoño 2005, Primavera 2007, Primavera
2008, Primavera 2009, Otoño 2009
y Primavera 2010; Texas Society of
Certified Public Accountants Excellence
Award, Primavera 2010; Scholastic
Excellence Award, Primavera 2010.
Pasatiempos: “Hacer ejercicio y mirar
los juegos de fútbol”.
Actividades extracurriculares:
“Ahorita estoy en el Accounting
Society, School of Business Volunteer
Mentorship Program y juego en los
Intramural Sports”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “Un
trabajo donde tus compañeros te traten
como familia”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Graduarme y
obtener mi CPA que es Certified Public
Accountant”.
¿Cómo te ves dentro de 10 años?
“Dentro de 10 años, ya como unos
cuantos años ya en mi carrera y
probablemente [con] una familia”.
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad?
“Aparte que acaban de agregar el REK
Center, puedes comenzar a conocer
otras personas con metas y gustos
similares”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los
estudiantes de nuevo ingreso? “Que no
miren la universidad como una escuela
secundaria. Aquí si tienes que estudiar
y que no vas a pasar con no más ir a la
clase”.
¿Qué consejo les darías a los
estudiantes para estudiar antes
de un examen? “Lean los capítulos
mucho más antes así que el día antes
del examen no más repasan lo que ya
leyeron”.
¿Quién te inspiro a que estudiaras
a hacer un contador? “Sería mi
hermana. A ella le está yendo bien como
contadora y eso es lo que me inspiró [a
estudiar lo mismo].”
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Zavaleta explica el curanderismo
Por Héctor Aguilar
Editor de español
Para curar el mal de ojo se utiliza un
huevo de gallina pasándolo por todo el
cuerpo.
Éste y otros remedios populares los
explicó Antonio Zavaleta en una plática
de su libro “Curandero Conversations:
El Niño Fidencio, Shamanism and
Healing Traditions of the Borderlands”
que se llevó a cabo el 14 de octubre en el
auditorio de SET-B.
Alrededor de 200 personas se reunieron
para escuchar los estudios de más de 40
años resumidos en un libro de Zavaleta,
vicerrector de UTB/TSC y director
del Centro de Estudios Fronterizos y
Transnacionales.
“Curandero Conversations” es una
colección de e-mails que la gente le
envió a un curandero, sus respuestas y los
comentarios de un antropólogo: Zavaleta.
En los Estados Unidos, la población
latina es la de mayor crecimiento, la
gran parte de las personas son de primera
generación y traen con ellas sus realidades
culturales y mapas culturales por los que
se guían culturalmente. Este libro, dijo
él, puede ayudar a que las personas en las
áreas medicas puedan comprender mejor
las realidades culturales que algunos
inmigrantes latinos puedan tener, lo
cual mejoraría los servicios que reciben
porque el proveedor médico conocería
los antecedentes del paciente.
Zavaleta dijo que el curanderismo
no pretende que la gente lo use para
reemplazar la medicina moderna sino
que es posible combinar las dos cosas
siempre y cuando uno le informe al
médico a cerca de sus creencias y que él
entienda la compatibilidad de la medicina
moderna con algún remedio herbal. Si
alguien está tomando algún remedio, ese
puede interferir con algún medicamento,
por eso es importante que el médico y el
paciente puedan entenderse.
El Niño Fidencio es parte del nombre
de este libro, sin embargo algunos se
preguntarán ¿quién es el Niño Fidencio?
El Niño Fidencio fue un curandero de
Espinazo, Nuevo León, entre 1920 y
1938 y es considerado como uno de los
mejores curanderos de México, dijo
Zavaleta. Fidencio comenzó ayudando a
los animales de granja a dar a luz y con el
tiempo se volvió partero para las mujeres.
Poseía una gran sabiduría en respecto a
las plantas medicinales y preparaba tés
y pomadas. Gente de todo el mundo
llevaba a sus familiares enfermos a ver
al Niño Fidencio para que los curara. En
algunos casos, ellos creían que los sanaba
y en otros morían, dijo Zavaleta.
“Él llevaba a cabo cirugías con pedazos
de vidrio roto en la calle, en la tierra y

Leslie Barrientos/Collegian

Antonio Zavaleta, vicerrector de UTB/TSC, enseña la portada de su libro “Curandero Conversations”.

abría a las personas y removía tumores”,
dijo él. “Nunca había infección. Se
consideraba milagroso”.
Antes de morir, Fidencio predijo que
regresaría para curar a las personas por
medio de un médium. Un médium es una
persona por la cual puede comunicarse un
espíritu.
El interés por el Niño Fidencio fue lo
que hizo que Zavaleta y Alberto Salinas
Jr., curandero de Edinburg, se conocieran
en la fiesta anual del dicho personaje
en Espinazo y que posteriormente
escribieran el libro juntos.
A través de los años, el curanderismo ha
evolucionado al incorporar elementos de
distintas fuentes y se ha vuelto ecléctico.
La influencia de la santería ha llegado a
muchas partes. Un santero, dijo Zavaleta,
es un curandero afro-caribeño pero con
un sabor más religioso. Zavaleta visita la
ciudad de México, en especial frecuenta
el mercado Sonora una vez al año y ha
notado mucho los cambios.
“El Mercado Sonora es el lugar
centralizado para todos los bienes
materiales usados en la práctica del
curanderismo… A través de los años
he visto a la mercancía cambiar”, dijo

Zavaleta.
Entre el público que asistió a la plática
estaba Mark Horowitz, profesor de
sociología y ciencias de comportamiento.
“Como sociólogo me tiendo a interesar
en los factores subyacentes que hacen
que la gente acepte ciertas tradiciones
culturales o subculturales… Si me tomara
un café con el Dr. Zavaleta me gustaría
investigar qué aspectos del curanderismo
cree él, que tengan consecuencias
empíricas en el mundo versus cuáles
simplemente son construcciones sociales
que la gente cree”, dijo Horowitz.
Kathleen A. Sheldon, instructora
técnica en el programa de enfermería,
llevó a varios de sus estudiantes a la
plática.
“Dado que estoy en el departamento
de enfermería, me gustaría saber lo que
tiene que decir el Dr. Zavaleta en cuanto
al papel que juegan los curanderos en la
salud de la gente en la frontera…”, dijo
Sheldon antes de la plática.
Para saber más acerca de cómo curar el
mal de ojo, el susto y las envidias, el libro
está disponible a través de la oficina del
Decano de Estudiantes por $12.

¡Canta con
espíritu!

--Recopilado por Rubí Martínez
Leslie Barrientos/Collegian

Unos estudiantes cantan música espiritual afuera de
la Unión Estudiantil el miécoles. De izquierda: Isidro
Ramos, estudiante de quinesiología de segundo año;
Iván Jiménez, estudiante de música de primer año;
Dalayne De la Rosa, estudiante de primer año de
español; y Talía Morales, estudiante de enfermería de
primer año.
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Scorpions set to take LSU Pilots
By Dayna Lee
Sports Editor

Women’s

delighted to realize quickly that they were
in for a sweeping victory.
The Scorpions defeated the Warriors 9
The UTB/TSC Women’s Soccer Team
to 0.
travels to Shreveport, La., set on defeating
During the first half of the game, the
the Louisiana State University Pilots on
Scorpions scored four goals.
Thursday.
Isadora Freitas scored the first goal
The Scorpions battled Southwestern
with an assist by Verena Wonsikowski.
Assemblies of God University during
Wonsikowski scored the second goal with
their last home game of the season on
an assist by Chelsea Maidment. Jodie
Saturday. Results were unavailable at
Hunter scored the third goal with an assist
press time.
by Helen Wagstaff, and Aliesha Cassie
The team, now ranked at No. 30 in the
scored the fourth goal on a penalty kick.
NAIA Coaches Top 25 Poll, brutalized
The second half of the game was even
Huston-Tillotson University 5 to 0 last
more successful, with the Scorpions
Thursday.
scoring an additional five goals.
At
the
Abigail
beginning
Perez scored
of the game,
the fifth goal
V e r e n a
with an assist
Wons ik ow s ki
from Vanessa
shot the ball
Gallegos;
high into the
L i n e t t e
goal, causing it
Cuvillier
to bounce off
s c o r e d
the top bar and
the
sixth
narrowly miss
goal
with
the net.
assistance
The first two
f r o m
goals
were
Gallegos.
scored during
Cuvillier
the first half of
scored
the
the game.
seventh goal
H e l e n
with the help
Wa g s t a ff
of Hunter, and
contributed
Wonsikowski
the first goal
scored
the
with an assist
eighth
goal
from
Linette
with
an
Cuvillier. The
assist
from
second
goal
Samantha
was scored by
Garcia.
Wons ik ow s ki
The
final
with an assist
goal of the
from Wagstaff.
was
Leslie Barrientos/Collegian game
During
the
scored
by
Scorpion Sarah Rosenthal (left) battles for the ball Thursday with
second
half, Rams defender Shaunally Hill during Thursday’s game on the REK Aliesha Cassie
the Scorpions Center field. The Scorpions blanked the Rams 5-0.
on a 30-yard
racked
up
free kick.
an additional three goals to lead the
Goalkeeper Emily Michna played all
Scorpions 5-0.
90 minutes of the game and contributed
Emily Husband, Wonsikowski and
five saves.
Vanessa Gallegos each scored a goal
“We never expect an easy game,” said
during the second half.
women’s Head Coach Nik Barjaktarevic.
On Oct. 16, the Scorpions traveled
“Obviously, for every single game we try
to Muskogee, Okla., where they were
very hard. We were happy to win; 5 to 0
expecting to face a tough opponent,
is quite a big difference. We were able to
Bacone College. However, the team was
score a few important goals.”

By Dayna Lee
Sports Editor

Men’s

During the 14th minute of the game, the
Rams scored their only goal of the match.
At halftime, they still led 1 to 0.
Perhaps that was the push the Scorpions
The days of shaky performances on the
n e e d e d ,
soccer field are
because during
long gone for the
the
second
UTB/TSC Men’s
half
the
team
Soccer
Team,
fired
three
which is currently
balls at Rams
6-0
in
Red
goalkeeper
River
Athletic
M a r c o s
Conference play
Sanchez.
and 10-2-2 for the
Sanchez
overall season.
c
o
u ld n ’t
The Scorpions
handle
the
battle Louisiana
sting.
State University
Nava scored
in
Shreveport,
the
first goal
La., on Thursday.
of
the
night
On
Saturday,
with
an
assist
they travel to
from Morten
the North Texas
Benestad.
city of Cedar
T h e n
Hill to battle
S
a n c h e z
the Northwood
s
h
o w e d
University
a
lack
of
Knights.
sportsmanship
Last Saturday,
when
he
the team battled
b
o
u
n
c
e
d
Southwestern
the
ball
off
Assemblies
of
B e n e s t a d ’s
God University
David Guerra/Collegian
on the Recreation, Scorpion Juan Nava and a Huston-Tillotson Rams player exchange head. Benestad
Education
and heated words during Thursday’s game. The Scorpions defeated was two feet
away from him.
K i n e s i o l o g y the Rams 3 to 1.
A
few
Center field, the
minutes
later,
after
being
awarded
a
free
final home match of the 2010 season.
kick, Benestad scored on Sanchez to up the
Results were not available at press time.
score to 2 to 1.
On Oct. 21, the men defeated the
The final Scorpion goal came from
Huston-Tillotson University Rams on the
Aaron
Guerrero with an assist from Ricky
REK Center field. Even before the players
Rodriguez.
arrived on the field, they already knew that
With a couple of minutes left in game,
they had their work cut out for them.
junior
Chris Scott was elbowed directly in
The Scorpions lead the conference in
the
face
by a Ram. However, the referee
RRAC play (6-0); however, the Rams are
decided
to give the ball to the Rams,
in second place (4-2), losing only to UTB/
disregarding
the obvious foul.
TSC and Louisiana State University.
Omar
Apodaca,
Robert Burger and
The tension was evident from kickoff,
Robin
Ejdeholm
held
a strong defense for
and was felt throughout the crowd. Both
the
Scorpions
throughout
the match.
teams displayed strong athleticism. But the
“We
knew
it
was
going
to be a hard
Rams played brutal roughhousing and the
game,”
said
Head
Coach
Dan
Balaguero.
Scorpions fought back.
“[The
Rams]
are
very
athletic
and
Forward Nava, specifically, was
dangerous,
but
the
boys
did
a
good
job.
cautioned early in the game for having a
After [the Rams’] first goal, I knew it was
quick temper.
a matter of time before we scored. And
Steve Howard was escorted off the field
when we scored the first one, I knew we
after an injury during the first half, and
had more coming.”
freshman Padraic Ormsby took his place.

California or bust: Scorpions to battle Biola

By Dayna Lee
Sports Editor
On
Thursday,
the
UTB/TSC
Volleyball Team travels to thirdranked Biola University in La Mirada,
Calif., with the purpose of defeating
the Eagles. The following day, the
Scorpions play two games, against No.
1-ranked Fresno Pacific University and
No. 10 Concordia University.
Last Thursday, the Scorpions
defeated Texas Wesleyan University in
Fort Worth in three sets, 25-21, 25-15
and 25-20.
The team continues its undefeated
streak in Red River Athletic Conference
play (10-0), and are now 24-1 overall.
The team struggled Oct. 15-16 in
Savannah, Ga., where it participated
in the Savannah College of Art and
Design Invitational Tournament.
During the first game of the
tournament, the Scorpions defeated
the University of Mobile in three sets

with scores of 25-16, 25-22 and 25-20.
The Scorpion offense was strong, with
Erica Chimak blasting the Rams with
13 kills on 28 attempts. Paula Barros
and Danica Markovic each contributed
seven kills. Ana Guerra made zero
errors and contributed six kills and
three blocks. Tamires Ferreira assisted
with 31 sets.
Later that afternoon, the team
defeated Savannah College of Art and
Design in three of four sets with scores
of 25-16, 25-22 and 25-20.
The SCAD Bees were not an easy
competitor, stealing the second set
from the Scorpions.
Markovic led the offense with 12
kills and Chimak and Barros each had
nine. Talita Milasauskas and Ferreira
contributed four blocks. Ferreira
completed 31 assists. Gregner GotayQuinones had 13 digs and Markovic
made 10.
The following day, the Scorpions
battled and lost to second-ranked Lee

University with scores of 25-27, 25-16,
20-25 and 23-25.
The loss marked the end of 50
continuous matches won and was also
the Volleyball Match of the Week.
Markovic and Guerra were strong
at the net against the Lee Flames,
presenting 17 kills and 13 kills,
respectively.
Ferreira totaled 41 assists and was
strong on defense, contributing 16
digs. Gotay-Quinones completed 13
and Chimak 11.
Less than an hour after the Scorpions’
first loss of the season, they beat
Shorter University 28-26, 25-16 and
25-17.
Markovic played an excellent match,
contributing 12 kills on 27 attempts
with only one error. Chimak made nine
kills, Milasauskas eight and Barros
seven.
Ferreira contributed 36 assists and
Gotay-Quinones picked up seven digs.
Milasauskas also had five blocks.
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Workshops help student-athletes succeed
By Stephanie Reyes
Staff Writer
The Student Success Center offers many
workshops to student-athletes throughout
the semester.
On Oct. 8, the center made presentations
on study skills and time management to the
UTB/TSC Women’s Soccer and Volleyball
teams.
The workshop was given by Eunice
Cossío, a student development specialist
II and student-athlete Scorpion guide for
UTB/TSC’s men’s and women’s sports
teams.
Cossío spoke about study techniques,
such as “PTA” (Place, Time and Action),
how to be a proactive student as well as
time management techniques.
She hopes the athletes who attended
the workshop will learn how to study more
efficiently and noted that prioritization is
the key to time management.
The services offered to all student
athletes are a “one-stop shop,” Cossío said.
The services include helping the student
athlete find out if he or she has a degree
plan, who their academic adviser is and the
different academic resources available to
the student throughout the campus.
These services, which began on Feb. 2,
2009, are offered from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday in the Cardenas
Hall North Annex. They were offered so
student-athletes could have “extra help” or
someone to talk to if they needed it, Cossío
said.
So far this semester, 46 of the university’s
122 student-athletes have met with Cossío.
These services are not mandatory, but
there is an open-door policy and Cossío
tries to be available as much as possible.

Being a student-athlete Scorpion guide
means providing the services of “anything
that they need as a student.”
“If they are having any problems with
finding resources--tutoring [or] their
transcripts haven’t been evaluated--I’m
their go-to person,” Cossío said.
Her goal is for all student-athletes “to
graduate, to succeed academically.”
Junior
psychology
major
Julia
Dell’Aquila, a defender on the women’s
soccer team, attended the Oct. 8 workshop.
She said it was “[an] opportunity to sit down
and really take a look at my priorities.”
“I was able to analyze my study habits
and make necessary changes to improve,”
Dell’Aquila said. “I felt it was a necessary
and beneficial workshop.”
This is her third year on the team.
Asked how she balances schoolwork
and soccer, Dell’Aquila replied, “Although
at times balancing school and soccer is
difficult, over the years I have learned
to manage my time and ensure that my
priorities were taken care of before I
allowed myself time for leisure. I believe
it is important to prioritize in order to be
successful.”
Samantha Garcia, a freshman nursing
major and forward on the women’s soccer
team, said she balances schoolwork and
soccer by making sure that her work is
done on time.
“For example, before I leave for games,
I also make sure and study any time I have
free time from soccer,” Garcia said.
The Oct. 8 workshop helped her realize
how she can learn to manage her time
wisely and how important it is to make time
for everything. Garcia also learned tips on
how to study and how to prioritize tasks by
how important each one is.

Cleiri Quezada/Collegian

Eunice Cossío (left) and Sandra Moreno talk about the perils of procrastination to student-athletes during a
workshop Oct. 8.

Athletics nets NAIA Character Award
By Dayna Lee
Sports Editor
UTB/TSC was one of the 204 colleges
and universities in the National Association
of Intercollegiate Athletics
to receive the Five Star
Champions of Character
Award for the 2009-2010
scholastic year.
The
five
core
values to receive this
award, as listed on the
Champions of Character
Website, are “integrity,
respect,
responsibility,
servant leadership and
sportsmanship.”
Of all of the institutions in the NAIA,
more than 70 percent scored 60 points or
more on the scorecard to be eligible for this
award. UTB/TSC received 72 points on its
scorecard, tying with fierce rival Our Lady

of the Lake University in San Antonio.
Other schools that received the award
were Texas Wesleyan University (71),
Bacone College (64), University of the
Southwest (61) and Wiley College (60).
The award comes in the
form of a banner that is
presented on each school’s
athletic Website.
The NAIA Five Star
Champions of Character
Website also notes the
school on the list; the
school also receives a
certificate recognizing the
achievement.
“We can’t always be the
nice guy on the field,” said men’s soccer
Head Coach Dan Balaguero. “We try to
be the nice guy in the classroom, on the
campus and in the community. We have a
good bunch of guys.”

Earn $100 this week

Donate your plasma at Talecris Plasma Resources to
help save the lives of patients worldwide and earn
up to $100 this week as a new donor.

1401 East Washington Street
Brownsville, TX
(956) 982-0445
www.talecrisplasma.com

Monday: 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Thursday: 8:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Saturday: 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
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scAriest

TOP

movies

Costumes

1. “The Exorcist”
(1973)
2. “Pumpkinhead”
(1988)
3. “Halloween”
(1978)
4. “Nightmare on
Elm Street” (1984)
5. “Texas Chainsaw
Massacre” (1974)
6. “Paranormal
Activity” (2007)
7. “Suspiria” (1977)
8. “The Devil’s
Backbone (El
Espinazo del
Diablo)” (2001)
9. “The Orphanage
(El Orfanato)”
(2007)
10. “The Orphan”
(2009

1. “Toy Story 3”
characters
2. Jason
3. Robin Da Hood
4. Sheriff
5. Lady Gaga
6. “Iron Man 2’s”
Whiplash
7. Daisy Bee
8. Michael Jackson
9. Pilot
10. “Jersey
Shore’s” Snooki

Ghost

Continued from Page 1

what was once Fort Brown’s national
cemetery.
In 1909, 3,800 bodies were dug up to
be moved to Alexandria, La.
“They paid the men who did the
digging by headstone, instead of by
body, and if you ever try to do anything
hard outdoors in August in Brownsville,
I mean, it’s like pass-out kind of
weather, so, of course, they dug up
more headstones than they did bodies,”
Hawthorne said.
In 1933, after a hurricane struck the
city, the Brownsville Herald published
an article about bodies from the cemetery
floating on top of the floodwaters.
“So the ghost theory is that that causes
hauntings, and ever since, there’s been
structures on top of the cemetery, there
have been stories,” Hawthorne told The
Collegian.
According to the book, students at the
dorms have moved out because of the
annoying hauntings.
“I interviewed one of my students
and she lived in the dorms, and she said
there was a little boy ghost who was all
over her room,” Hawthorne said. “He
would mess with her clothes, open her
closet and pulled her covers at night, so
you’re not alone.”
Beds shaking, water faucets and
lights turning on by themselves have
also been reported at The Village.
Another ghostly encounter happened
while a meeting was taking place in
Gorgas Hall.
“There were six people at the meeting
and a cloud of smoke appeared and
a number of different people saw it
and they didn’t know what it was,”

The Collegian
Hawthorne said. “They looked for
problems with the walls, fire or
whatever, but [the smoke] appeared and
just disappeared.”
Buildings such as the Student
Union, the Recreation, Education and
Kinesiology Center and the Education
and Business Complex may be new, but
the grounds on which they sit are not.
“The Student Union, right when it
opened, there were ghostly hauntings
… The Collegian printed something
about a hat that took off by itself and
started flying around a meeting room,”
Hawthorne said. “So there’s been some
stuff there.”
Students report that there have been
telephones that call other people by
themselves and radios that turn on
without explanation in the Student
Union.
All three volumes of “The Ghosts of
Fort Brown” are sold for $5 each at the
front desks of the Arnulfo L. Oliveira
Memorial Library and the University
Boulevard Library.
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The Fort Brown National Cemetery in 1909

START PLANNING FOR SPRING 2011
List of Online Courses!

available at:
myutbtsc.blackboard.com
www.utb.edu/online

Spring 2011 registration starts on Tuesday, November 2nd.
KNOWLEDGE KNOWS NO BOUNDARIES
www.utb.edu

ONLINE LEARNING TECHNOLOGIES

The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College

